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Mother and Child Immunization in 

Cameroon is virtually free and the 

indirect cost of immunization is 

relatively high
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INTRODUCTION
• In Cameroon, immunization is implemented by the Expanded Program on

immunization (EPI). Immunization is meant to be free for mothers and
children but this is not the case especially for private providers and the rural
women who incur a lot of indirect cost while making sure they get vaccinated.

• Health insurance protects persons from paying the full costs of medical
services and needs including vaccination for mothers and babies. Therefore
funds for health bills can be diverted for other essential needs and goods.

METHODS
1. The cross sectional study made use of primary and secondary data, and were

obtained through the use of questionnaires and records relevant to research.
2. On measuring the direct and indirect cost and impact of immunization by

mothers, their average monthly incomes and expenditures on Vaccination
days was calculated.

3. Data was analyzed using SPSS version 22 software

RESULTS
• INDIRECT EXPENDITURE ON VACCINATION 

DISCUSSION
Respondents had an Average monthly income of 32,320 FCFA or 64.64 USD,
Mothers generally. acknowledged incurring just about 300 FCFA or 60 cents as
direct cost for vaccination. Rather, they spent up to 6,435FCFA or 12.87 USD on
expenditures not directly related to Vaccination. This implies that cost for
vaccination is low, but the financial burden is felt mostly due to indirect cost

Therefore uninsured mothers who suffer high direct and indirect expenditures for
health services, are more impoverished than those who are insured and enjoy
between 75% to 100% of their health and delivery bills covered for them.
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AVERAGE MONTHLY INCOMES AND  
EXPENDITURES ON VACCINATION 
DAYS

Reasons for incomplete or non-
vaccination

Respondents accepted to have delayed vaccination for the reasons
above and transport cost which is an indirect cost accounts for up to 18%
. Also, being too occupied with work which accounts for 21% of the
reasons means mothers were not ready to forgo the profits of work, just
to ensure their children are vaccinated. (Opportunity Cost).
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Vaccines  
BCG  
Polio 0  
PENTA, Pneumo, ROTA, Polio 1  
PENTA, Pneumo, ROTA, Polio 2 
PENTA, Pneumo,   IPV, Polio oral 
Vitamin A 
Yellow fever, Measles 
 

Av. Monthly 
Income 
(FCFA/USD) 

Direct cost  
(FCFA/USD) 

Av. Indirect Cost (FCFA/USD) 
 

32,320/ 64.64 300/ 0.6 Transport Cost 1,260/ 2.52 

   Opportunity Cost 4,350/ 8.7 

   Other Expenses on Vaccination days 825/ 1.65 

 
 

  TOTAL  (6,435/ 12.87) 

 

Av. Income (FCFA/USD)  32,320/ 64.64 
Av. Indirect Expenditure ((FCFA/USD) 6,435/ 12.87 

 


